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CHAPTER 2 

The Hürtgen Forest: 

November 2-14, 1944 

The Hürtgen Forest was one of the largest forests in Germany, covering an area of 

approximately fifty square miles between Aachen, Monschau, and Duren on the Belgian-

German border. At its widest points, the forest was twenty miles in length from north to 

south and ten miles wide from west to east. The forest was part of the northern portion of 

the Ardennes region of Belgium and Luxembourg and the Eifel region of Germany. The 

area contains some of the most rugged terrain in Europe, characterized by steep, wooded 

slopes reaching 1,000 feet in elevation, with numerous, deep valleys and ravines and very 

few roads or trails. 

The Siegfried Line ran right through the middle of the forest whose 75- to 100-foot 

tall fir trees were so dense they impeded both foot and motor traffic, preventing the sun 

from reaching the forest floor. Even at high noon, the sunlight barely reached the spongy 

bed of pine needles and decaying logs at the base of the forest. 

The enemy soldiers who awaited the American soldiers in this sector were certainly 

not Germany’s finest; for the most part, they were the very young and the very old. 

However, they were mixed in with combat veterans, who provided the backbone for the 

units in the area. 

The Germans had turned the forest into a labyrinth of well-camouflaged earth and log 

bunkers and concrete pillboxes, many still intact from WWI. These structures provided 

excellent interlocking fields of fire and were augmented with booby-trapped concertina 

wire and minefields designed to restrict all enemy movement. Throughout the forest, the 

Germans also had laid dense belts of barbed wire and planted thousands of mines and 

booby traps; many designed to maim rather than kill. One mine was notorious for 

amputating legs and the male genitals. The numerous bunkers in the area were the 

Germans’ key centers of resistance. They defended the few roads and trails that bisected 

the forest with intense machine gun and artillery fire. The rough terrain complicated the 

situation, as advancing soldiers easily became confused and disoriented in the dense 

forest and large groups could become separated, lost, and disorganized. 

The Germans knew well how to use the terrain to their advantage. They turned even 

the thick forest of evergreens into weapons as artillery blasts were frequently aimed to 

explode in the treetops, spraying the American soldiers below with both wood and steel 

splinters. Soldiers learned quickly that lying prone on the ground while receiving artillery 

fire was the worst possible thing to do. Instead, soldiers learned to crouch or stand close 
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against a tree, minimizing the bodily surface area exposed to the blast. Still, there was no 

safe place to hide from the tree bursts. 

The Battle 

After stubborn fighting by the German army in the Hürtgen Forest throughout September 

and early October, the Americans reevaluated the situation and decided there was no way 

the war would be over by Christmas. The 9th Infantry Division had done its best but had 

little in the way of positive results to show after almost six weeks of heavy fighting and 

suffering more than 4,500 casualties. The division desperately needed a break to rest and 

rebuild, and on October 26, the 28th Division moved forward to replace the 9th. 

Further attacks were postponed until the 28th Infantry Division was able to move 

northward to the Hürtgen Forest. Much to the frustration of General Cota, Major General 

Gerow of V Corps ordered the three regiments of the 28th Division to split up, giving 

each a different objective. General Cota was concerned that each regiment had to attack a 

different objective, each moving out in opposite directions across some of the most 

difficult terrain in western Europe. The mission of the 110th was to clear the woods next 

to the River Kall, capture Simonskall, and maintain a supply route for the advance on the 

town of Schmidt—an objective the 9th Infantry Division had failed to achieve. 

In hindsight, it seems clear that General Cota failed to demand detailed intelligence 

on the area before making a decision on the plan of attack. As a result, the main supply 

route he chose for the 28th was the Kall Trail, which was just that, a trail. In good 

weather, the dirt trail was barely adequate for vehicle travel. In bad weather, it was 

practically impassable, even for tracked vehicles, yet this route was chosen to be the main 

supply route for the entire division of men, vehicles, and equipment. By early November, 

the rain and snow had turned the Kall Trail into a muddy lane with mud six to ten inches 

deep in some places. 

November 2 

The 28th began its attack on November 2, 1944, after an intense hour of bombing by 

tactical air support. Each regiment moved out from the woods west of Germeter towards 

its assigned targetVossenack, Simonskall, and Schmidt. The weather had taken a turn 

for the worse over the previous week. It started to rain a cold and relentless drizzle, and 

with the Hürtgen Forest now covered in fog and mist, further air support was suspended 

until November 5. 

 



The Heroes of Hosingen                  Chapter 2: The Hürtgen Forest: November 2-14, 1944 

Copyright © 2015 by Alice M. Flynn                                                                                                   Page 3 

 

Photo: E Company, 110
th
 Infantry Regiment, 28

th
 Infantry division enters the Hürtgen Forest on 

November 2, 1944, U.S. National Archives ad Records Administration. 

 

The 110th Infantry Regiment’s 2nd (E, F, G, and H companies) and 3rd battalions (I, K, 

L, and M companies), moved south out of Germeter—directly into the heart of the 

Siegfried Line pillboxes—toward the town of Simonskall and a fortified strongpoint 

called Raffelsbrand. The 1st Battalion (A, B, C, and D companies) remained in the rear as 

a small division reserve. 

Moving into the sector just vacated by 9th Infantry Division was a horrifying experience 

for the soldiers of the 28th, particularly for the large number of replacement soldiers, like 

Pvt. William Gracie, with no combat experience. As the black, shattered trees swallowed 

up the 28th, the soldiers were shocked by what they saw and the morale of the men 

plummeted from the moment they entered the tangled fir forest. The forest bore the scars of 

war: the record of the bitter contest waged by the 9th was apparent as abandoned helmets, 

gas masks, blood-soaked field jackets, and loose mines lay all about. Water-filled shell 

holes were everywhere. Even worse, the bodies of German and American soldiers, some of 

which had been booby trapped by the Germans overnight, lay entangled in the sucking 

troughs of mud, lying unclaimed by Graves Registration units. It was a grotesque and 

gloomy landscape. Sgt. Al Burghardt, K Company mortar squad leader, noted the forest 

floor had a thick layer of branches from the broken tree tops above, which made it difficult 

to walk in a straight line. The somber-faced men of the Graves Registration units quietly 

moved among the bloated, mutilated corpses that now stank, unceremoniously slinging 

them on the backs of their trucks. Soldiers who had expected an easy victory were shocked 

by the hard realization that severe fighting lay ahead. 

The enemy was not the only source of casualties with which the 28th would have to 

contend. Cold and wet November weather, with temperatures hovering around freezing, 

would take a terrible toll on the soldiers. Many were still wearing the summer clothing 

they had been issued when they first went into battle. Without proper cold-weather 

gear—items such as over boots, field jackets, woolen caps, and long underwear—trench 
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foot and respiratory infection cases skyrocketed. K and C rations, the standard combat 

issue for each soldier, were intended to provide three nutritional and satisfying meals a 

day, whether served hot or cold. However, given the conditions under which the soldiers 

were fighting, many men lost their appetites and ceased eating altogether. Battle 

conditions were much too dangerous to risk bringing hot meals or drinks forward. The 

soldiers also were unable to build fires to warm up, dry off, or to heat their food in order 

to make it more palatable, since their proximity to the enemy was sure to draw rifle and 

mortar fire. All too often, enemy soldiers lay hidden just a stone’s throw away. The 

continual lack of hot rations, constant cold and wet conditions contributed significantly to 

the declining health and morale of many of the soldiers. 

Within the 3rd Battalion, K Company was to move to the right and capture 

Simonskall. L Company was to move to the left, penetrate enemy defenses, and capture 

the horseshoe bend in the road east of Simonskall. Only two hours prior to departure, 

patrols in the area had reported a German defensive line south of Germeter made from 

concertina wire barbed wire layed out in large coils. Two rolls stretched side by side 

through the trees, with a third placed on top of them, creating a six-foot tall barrier. In 

front of the wire, German troops had hand dug a shallow ditch that varied in width from 

four to six feet and strategically positioned several machine-guns to saturate the defensive 

perimeter in-between the well-concealed bunkers and pillboxes. Unfortunately, this 

report did not make it down to the men on the line leaving them blind to the obstacles that 

lay ahead. 

L Company came under immediate fire after leaving the woods west of Germeter, but 

continued to fight until they reached the ditch. K Company made it to the ditch, but heavy 

German machine-gun fire immediately wounded or killed twelve men, with most injuries 

occurring from the waist down because of the low position from which the enemy fired. 

The soldiers were suddenly living out their worst nightmares, learning quickly what tree 

bursts were. The men prayed even as they searched for ways to protect themselves. Some 

even tried to cut the fallen trees, arranging them for protection over a dugout. 

Third Battalion commander, Lt. Col. William Tait, called the battalion back to the 

line of departure late in the afternoon, as no progress toward their objective had been 

made. 

November 3 

At 0700 on November 3, K and L Companies set out again and tried twice more to 

capture their objectives. Each time, they suffered so many casualties that they had to fall 

back and regroup. Unbeknownst to them, the Germans had strengthened their defensive 

position overnight by over 200 riflemen and K Company experienced much heavier 

losses than the day before. Once again, at 1600 hours, Lt. Col. Tait ordered those who 

were able to move back to the line of departure. Some of the men had to remain in 

position as they were pinned down by enemy fire. 
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November 4 

At 0430 on November 4, the 1st Battalion was added to the attack plan and set off to 

approach the objective from the north, from Vossenack. The 2nd and 3rd battalions were 

to hold their positions and exert pressure on the Germans to cover the attack. Using this 

strategy, the 1st Battalion met little enemy resistance and captured both the bend in the 

road and Simonskall, but it was now surrounded and in danger. The men dug into 

position for the night. 

The 109th and 112th regiments were experiencing similar results throughout the 

forest, as the men of the 28th tried their best to do as they had been ordered. But advance 

after advance was halted as the Americans had been ordered to advance through heavily 

mined areas. Constant German machine-gun fire and mortars kept engineers from 

clearing the minefields or evacuating the dead. And all too often, wounded soldiers who 

lay helpless and stranded on the cold, wet ground would freeze or bleed to death during 

the night. 

After only two days under these conditions, the 110th was no longer an effective 

fighting unit. Despite its weakened condition, however, it continued to attack when 

ordered. With each passing hour, the number of casualties grew, yet it made no 

measureable progress toward taking its assigned objectives. 

Due to the heavy casualties taken by the 110th, the 41st Replacement Battalion left 

France on November 5, en route to the Germeter and Vossenack area to join the 28th 

Infantry Division in the Hürtgen Forest. 

November 5 

Around 1030 on November 5, General Gerow arrived at General Cota’s command 

post (CP), where General Cota assured him that despite the failed attack on Schmidt, a 

plan was being drafted to take the town the following day. Of great concern to General 

Cota, though, was the fact that for the past four days his division had been the only Allied 

division attacking into Germany along a 150-mile front. Worse still was the fact that the 

VII Corps attack had been postponed indefinitely until the weather improved. General 

Cota perceived that the Germans would now be able to concentrate their forces on the 

lone enemy division trying to take Schmidt. 

To appease his commanding officer, General Cota created Task Force Ripple on 

November 5, under the leadership of Lt. Col. Richard W. Ripple, commander of the 

707th Tank Battalion. Task Force Ripple was to consist of the already weakened 3rd 

Battalion, 110th Infantry Regiment, (now numbering only 316 men of the original 871 

and of which only 200 were infantrymen), eight tanks, and nine tank destroyers. The plan 

was to move the task force out through Vossenack, pass through the Kall Valley, and join 

forces with the depleted and exhausted 112th Infantry Regiment that was pinned down on 

Kommerscheidt Hill, and then combine forces to take Schmidt. 
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November 6 

Task Force Ripple left the line of departure near Germeter at 0245 hours on 

November 6. As it moved through Vossenack, it once again encountered a barrage of 

artillery fire. Waiting for the bombardment to end, an artillery shell hit the ground near 

Pfc Oliveto. While it didn’t explode, the force of its impact threw him into the air. 

Shaken but uninjured, Oliveto once again took cover, but another shell soon knocked him 

out of action with a concussion and ruptured eardrum. He would not wake up until three 

months later in a Paris hospital. 

Anxious to move forward, the tank destroyer crewmen asked for infantry support to 

accompany their guns down the Kall Trail. Colonel Ripple refused the request. The four 

supply jeeps of the task force left on their own, without support, and headed south along 

the Kall Trail. They were soon ambushed, and half the men in the party were killed or 

wounded. It now became apparent that the Kall Trail was completely controlled by the 

Germans, so Colonel Ripple ordered the remaining vehicles to return to Germeter. 

Because his infantry force was already too depleted, Ripple tried to avoid a fight along 

the trail by taking a firebreak paralleling the trail 200 yards to the west instead. The 

change in tactics made no difference, though, and almost from the moment the infantry 

entered the woods at the firebreak, they came under small arms fire that lasted all the way 

to the Kall River. It was mid-day before they reached Colonel Peterson’s troops on 

Kommerscheidt Hill. Colonels Tait and Ripple reported they had lost another fifteen men 

and two officers along the firebreak. 

The scene that Task Force Ripple found upon arrival on Kommerscheidt Hill was one 

of misery and desolation. The American tanks and tank destroyers in Kommerscheidt had 

prevented German infantry from forming to attack. However, enemy tanks were 

positioned on the higher ground around Schmidt, and poured round after round into 

Kommerscheidt and positions held by the 112th. Maneuvering on the lower ground 

around Kommerscheidt, American tanks and tank destroyers were no match for the 

German Mark IVs and Vs. It was apparent that even the combined forces would be no 

match for a continued attack on Schmidt. 

Colonel Ripple and Colonel Peterson, commander of the C Company 112th, in 

Kommerscheidt, postponed the joint attack on Schmidt as they assessed their situation. 

As the officers discussed their options, the situation quickly worsened. In a matter of 

minutes, German snipers concealed in the woods wounded or killed the 3rd Battalion 

commander, Colonel Tait, the executive officer, S-2 officer, and a company commander. 

Colonels Ripple and Peterson finally decided that without supplies or armor, 

outnumbered by enemy forces, and with their men shattered by exhaustion, cold, and 

unrelenting fear, that the mission of Task Force Ripple was out of the question. They 

judged it would be impossible to mount a successful attack under these conditions. 

Canceling the proposed attempt to retake Schmidt, Colonel Peterson told the men of Task 

Force Ripple to dig in along the woods line north of Kommerscheidt instead, to 

strengthen their defensive position. 

While Task Force Ripple and the 112th waited for reinforcements on Kommerscheidt 

Hill, the Germans counterattacked. Some of the exhausted men simply fled in panic, as 
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they couldn’t take the fighting anymore. The soldiers who stayed on Kommerscheidt Hill 

as ordered, endured another night of freezing cold and rain. 

Also on Monday, November 6, General Cota left his division command post in his 

jeep and made his only recorded visit to the forward positions of his divisional units 

during the Vossenack-Kommerscheidt-Schmidt battle. He was finally face to face with 

the reality of the conditions under which his men operated and the true condition of the 

Kall Trail he had designated as the 28th’s main supply route. General Cota finally 

admitted to himself that this was an impossible battle to win, and he sought and received 

approval for his units to fall back behind the Kall River. Unfortunately for the 28th, the 

retreat was to be temporary, as once his units had regrouped and replacement troops were 

added, General Cota was ordered to renew the attack. Cota reluctantly committed to 

being ready in three days if sufficient replacements arrived, General Hodges, commander 

of First Army, having only approved the withdrawal from beyond the Kall River under 

those conditions. 

November 7 

News that Colonel Tait had been injured reached Lt. Col. Theodore Seely at the 110th 

CP, but it was uncertain whether he had been wounded or killed. Captain George 

“Howdy” Rumbaugh had just arrived at the regimental CP and was anxious for a 

assignment along the front line. He was ordered to take several tracked vehicles 

(‘Weasels’) and four jeeps with supplies to the men in Kommerscheidt, find out Colonel 

Tait’s condition, and take command of 3rd Battalion, if needed. Through many close 

calls, with much effort, and despite the loss of most of the supplies, Captain Rumbaugh 

arrived in Kommerscheidt at 0500 on November 7. Upon discovering that Colonel Tait 

had been evacuated, he assumed command of the 3rd Battalion. 

November 8 

On Wednesday, November 8, during a drenching rainstorm, the battle-worn survivors 

began their withdrawal to the rear, disabling and abandoning any equipment as quietly as 

possible so the Germans would not know they were retreating. The men carried as many 

wounded as they could, but the men were physically exhausted and retreating units were 

forced to leave behind scattered groups of soldiers, some badly wounded, and others who 

had not received the notice to withdraw. On the way out of the woods, the men met up 

with Task Force Davis, which had been organized to help guide them out of the woods. 

When they reached the task force, however, they were told to dig in for the night and that 

they would resume their march out in the morning. The men escaping from 

Kommerscheidt were forced to spend yet another miserable night in the nearly freezing 

temperatures, most of them soaked from the waist down after crossing the Kall River. 

K Company’s mortar squad leader, Sgt. Burghardt, and his crew were trapped on the 

reverse slope outside of Kommerscheidt when they were radioed to abandon their 
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position and destroy all the equipment they couldn’t carry out. It was late that night 

before they started to work their way out, crossing the Kall River. Chosing to avoid the 

Kall Trail, eighteen GIs climbed the steep slopes in the dark. Everyone remained quiet 

except for the platoon sergeant’s helmet that somehow dislodged from his head and 

rolled all the way down the rocky hillside, crashing at the bottom. Miraculously they 

received no incoming fire as a result. 

The men collapsed to the ground when they reached the top of the slope. Medics 

made their rounds the next morning to see who might need medical attention. Burghardt 

suffered from frozen feet so he was tagged and sent to the hospital, where he would 

remain the rest of the war. 

Also arriving at Cota’s Division Headquarters that day were a number of American 

commanders – Major Gen. Leonard Gerow, Lt. Gen. Courtney Hodges, General Omar 

Bradley and even Supreme Commander, General Dwight D. Eisenhower – anxious for 

General Cota to explain exactly what had happened to the 28th. 

While Task Force Ripple and the 112th were retreating, the 41st Replacement 

Battalion had begun to arrive at the rear assembly area near Germeter to fill out Colonel 

Seely’s depleted troops. Maj. Harold M. Milton, who was part of the Replacement 

Forces, had taken command of the 3rd Battalion until Captain Rumbaugh could return to 

the rear assembly area, and he assigned 1st Lt. Thomas Flynn as commanding officer of 

K Company, 110th Infantry Regiment. Lt. Flynn had been trying to get to know the non-

commissioned officers (NCOs) in the group prior to arriving on the front lines. Flynn 

began to evaluate the situation, waiting for the veterans to return from the frontline. 

Over the next two days, 500 replacements were added to the 110th, 200 of whom 

went to the 3rd Battalion with one hundred of them assigned to K Company. Flynn 

handpicked his NCOs while enlisted men were assigned in groups of tens and twenties to 

platoons and companies. But even the 500 new bodies barely qualified the 110th to be 

considered ready for combat duty, as the regiment was still far from being considered full 

strength and most of the new soldiers had only the minimum basic training and no 

combat experience. 

November 9 

By 0530 on November 9, it had begun to snow. Captain Rumbaugh was anxious to 

get his men out of the woods and so he told the 3rd Battalion to fall in behind him. He led 

the survivors the rest of the way back to Germeter (approximately 200 of the 316 who 

had set out in Task Force Ripple). Stragglers continued to arrive throughout the day. The 

men were given quick but thorough medical checks and those suffering from trench foot, 

battle fatigue, or other injuries or ailments were evacuated to the rear for rest or 

hospitalization. Out of the original 871 men in the 110th’s 3rd Battalion that had entered 

the forest on November 2, only seventy-five men were still capable of fighting. The 

battalion had lost its commanding officer, executive officer, S-2 intelligence officer, S-3 

operations officers, regimental surgeon, and its medical assistance officer. There was 

only one officer left with K Company, and since Lt. Flynn had already selected his 
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NCOs, he was reassigned as the transportation officer for the 110th. 

Men from other units stationed in the area made temporary shelters with heat, 

blankets, and straw for bedding for the men that had escaped from Kommerscheidt Hill. 

They even arranged for the replacing of lost equipment. Officers donated their liquor so 

that those who returned might each get a small drink. As soldiers arrived, aid men met 

them to tend their wounds and issue them their small ration of liquor. Vehicles were 

serviced or replaced and mess kits and new clothing provided. Flynn and the other 

replacement officers made a point to talk to the survivors about the battlefield conditions 

they had experienced in preparation for their next mission. The weather was not letting 

up and the snow continued to fall. 

Men who were wounded at Kommerscheidt but couldn’t escape were scattered all 

along the trail back to Germeter and several medical officers, including medic Wayne 

Erickson and Sgt. George McKnight, with the 103rd Medical Battalion assigned to K 

Company, located at the aid station in the Kall Gorge negotiated a temporary cease-fire 

on their own for both sides to evacuate their wounded. Oddly enough, despite the intense 

fighting, German soldiers helped evacuate some of the wounded American soldiers and 

gave up their coats to help keep them warm while they awaited evacuation. 

The few veteran enlisted men who were able to return to battle were allowed only one 

day to rest. Lt. Flynn and the other company officers were notified at 2200 hours on 

November 9 that at 0700 the next day, the 110th was to move out to assault the enemy 

stronghold at Rafflesbrand, capture it, and continue the attack toward Monschau. This left 

minimal time for the new officers to conduct satisfactory ground reconnaissance or work 

out company-level assault plans, so they were not happy with the decision. By now, 

almost a foot of snow had fallen. 

From what they had seen and heard in the two days since arriving in the area, it was 

clear they were up against what appeared to be insurmountable odds. The sheer number 

of casualties in the unit in just a week could hardly be dismissed or give the new officers 

much hope that their efforts would result in any better outcome. Many of the men of the 

28th referred to the forest as the “Green Hell” and the “Death Factory” and the soldiers 

believed the officers in charge were simply unwillingly to admit defeat. 

November 10-13 

As 0700 approached, Lt. Flynn’s K Company and the rest of the 3rd Battalion—

armed only with small arms—left the Germeter assembly area still short of automatic 

weapons, mortars, and appropriate clothing for the winter weather. The men slogged 

through snowdrifts as the guns rumbled and thundered and as machine guns rattled not 

far away. The main objective for K Company that day was the line of pillboxes outside 

the village of Rafflesbrand…again. 

En route to Rafflesbrand, Flynn and the new replacements witnessed the carnage, 

giving them a glimpse of what the veterans of this battle had already experienced. The 

men moved cautiously through a recent battlefield scattered with wounded and dead. Out 
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of the corner of his eye, Flynn caught the movement of a German medic attending to a 

wounded German soldier. As the GIs passed by, the medic raised his gun to shoot at 

Flynn’s men and Flynn responded without hesitation; the medic fell dead in the snow. 

Based on the information he had been able to gather while still in Germeter, as well 

as from reports by the veterans in his unit, Flynn believed that the main roads in the area 

were filled with anti-tank and anti-personnel mines. He tried to avoid having his men 

needlessly injured by skirting areas suspected to be heavily mined. At some point along 

the route, Flynn and his men were stopped by an officer, said to be a West Pointer, in a 

jeep, who ordered Flynn to take his men down the road, rather than avoiding it. He 

refused and tried to explain that the road was mined. The officer became angry and 

threatened to write Flynn up for insubordination. As the officer drove off down the road, 

he passed over a buried mine. The explosion killed the officer. After that incident, Flynn 

concluded that being a graduate of West Point didn’t necessarily mean that one was 

smart. 

K Company encountered heavy fighting all morning as they worked their way toward 

Rafflesbrand, Pvt. Joe Reed was one of the many wounded or killed as they attempted to 

attack the line of pillboxes that defended the town. By 1230, Flynn was ordered to have K 

Company replace Task Force Lacy, a special composite unit under the command of 1st 

Lt. Virgil Lacy. Their mission for the next several days would be to move northeast to 

protect the left flank of the regiment, coordinating their movement with that of the 109th 

Infantry to their north. 

On the night of November 10, after the troops of K Company had dug in for the night, 

Flynn went to check on his men in the forward positions and came under intense enemy 

fire. He dove to the ground to avoid the gunfire, and unable to see the unfamiliar terrain 

in the dark, went over the edge of a drop-off into a small quarry. Flynn injured both his 

knees, the right one more severely, but managed to make it back to the company CP. The 

next day, in the CP dugout, Flynn’s right knee was so swollen he couldn’t bend it. 

Nevertheless, he remained with his unit at the request of his men and managed to get by 

with some assistance from the company’s aid man. 

The weather was still extremely cold and wet, and their foxholes filled with water and 

ice as the foot of snow partially melted then froze again when temperatures dropped 

below freezing, making it difficult to keep themselves and their weapons dry. Flynn sent 

several of the enlisted men back to the hospitals to get treatment for frozen feet. Their 

combat boots had gotten soaking wet in the snow and mud, and in the cold temperatures, 

their feet had frozen. When the soldiers removed their shoes at night, their feet would 

often swell up so much that it was difficult to put their boots back on in the morning. 

Flynn was not immune to the weather and also suffered with frozen toes. 

Flynn saw almost all of his men—more than one hundred—killed, wounded, or 

otherwise disabled before his unit was withdrawn from the Hürtgen Forest. In an 

interview concerning the Battle of the Bulge six months later, Flynn said the unit of 160 

men he commanded several weeks later in Hosingen was almost 100 percent 

replacements, except for twenty returning to duty from hospital and his NCOs. 

Even though the attack on Rafflesbrand was called off at 2300 on November 11, all 

battalions continued to receive heavy mortar and artillery fire for two more days, making 
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it impossible to organize into platoons and companies, although there were clearly 

leaders within each group providing direction. The 110th had done its best but the 

exhausted and dispirited troops were in no shape for any attack to be a success. “Visiting 

the 110th regiment on November 13, the assistant division commander, General Davis, 

caught a glimpse of the depressing situation firsthand. What he discovered prompted him 

to call off all offensive action by the regiment.”1 

November 14-16 

Beginning November 14, the U.S. 8th Infantry Division, which had been resting in 

Hosingen, Luxembourg, moved forward and relieved the 28th, while under continued 

artillery and mortar fire. 

“At 1300 on November 15, officers and guides from the 3rd Battalion, 13th Infantry 

Regiment, 8th Infantry Division arrived at the 110th CP. They were met by officers of the 

110th, oriented on the positions they would occupy and the mechanics of the relief 

worked out. During the afternoon and night, the 110th was relieved and moved into a rear 

assembly area in preparation to move to the vicinity of Wiltz, Luxembourg. The relief 

was completed by 2300.” 2 

On November 16, 1944, Flynn was finally able to have his knee injuries and frostbite 

treated at the 42nd Evac Hospital. His injuries were considered serious enough that they 

sent him to the 3rd Battalion, 110th Infantry Aid Station, where they had a better medical 

facility and medicine to aid in his recovery. 

Battle Summary 

During the first eight days of the attack in the Hürtgen Forest, the 28th Infantry 

Division reported 2,631 casualties with an additional 2,328 casualties over the five 

subsequent days of operation, for a total of 4,939. Of these casualties, the great majority 

(4,238) were infantrymen. 

Half of those casualties can be attributed to the 110th Infantry Regiment, whose 

original strength was 3,202 men. The regiment saw sixty-five men killed in action, 1,624 

wounded in action, 253 taken as prisoners of war, 288 missing in action, and eighty-six 

men with non-battle related casualties, totaling 2,316 casualties. As mentioned before, K 

Company’s casualty rates were among the highest within the regiment with twenty-one of 

the regiment’s sixty-five KIA during November 2 to 12, 1944; eleven the first week and 

ten the second week under Flynn’s command. 

Nine thousand overshoes arrived for the 28th Division just as it withdrew from the 

                                                      
1
 Scorpio’s Web site, The Battle of the Hürtgen Forest, http://www.Hürtgenforest.be/ (Dec. 29, 2009). 

2Col. Hurley E. Fuller, Unit Report No. 5–110th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division; 01Nov44-30Nov44, 

(Consthum, Luxembourg), 4. 
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Hürtgen fighting. 

 

K Company killed in Hürtgen Forest: November 2-14: 

 

• Pvt. Harry C. Scheible 11/2/1944 

• 1st Sgt. Floyd F. Zehr 11/2/1944 

• Pfc Otto A. Bendinelli, Jr. 11/5/1944 

• Pfc Stanley J. Bobzin 11/5/1944 

• Pfc Lawrence Gentry* 11/5/1944 

• Pfc Eugene Harris* 11/5/1944 

• Pfc Charles G. Huskey, Jr. 11/5/1944 

• Sgt. Edger Moore, Jr.* 11/5/1944 

• 2nd Lt. John M. Semanik, Jr. 11/5/1944 

• Pfc Walter C. Smoot 11/5/1944 

• 1st Lt. Ernest L. Temper 11/5/1944 

• Pvt. William M. Bolen 11/9/1944 

• Pfc Philip Falcone 11/9/1944 

• S/Sgt. Woodrow F. Gerdes 11/9/1944 

• 1st Lt. Lawrence L. Love 11/9/1944 

• Pfc John F. Milbrandt 11/9/1944 

• Pfc Herbert H. Neu 11/9/1944 

• Pfc Edward J. Ricci 11/9/1944 

• Pfc William J. Rogowski 11/9/1944 

• Pfc Frederick A. Smith 11/9/1944 

• Pvt. John W. Scott 11/12/1944 

 

* Member of the original K Company, 110th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division that landed on 

Omaha Beach July 25, 1944. 
 

 

 

 


